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New Hampshire
Board of Pharmacy
Notifications
Due to the current COVID-19 State of Emergency, all board business is being done electronically via
email at this time. Please do not call the office or any board phone listed on this page during this
time.
Please e-mail pharmacy.licensing@oplc.nh.gov and your inquiry will be responded to as soon as
possible during normal business hours, Monday-Friday, 8:00am-4:00pm. Thank you for your patience and understanding during this time.
———————————————

The NH Board of Pharmacy has approved emergency rules.
Based on these emergency provisions, pharmacists may refill maintenance medication prescriptions that are out of
refills for a 90-day supply WITHOUT the authorization of the provider.
CDC recommends that people contact their healthcare provider to obtain extra medications in case there is an outbreak of COVID-19 in the community and people need to stay home for a prolonged period of time. As a result, medical
offices are being inundated with refill requests from patients. Pharmacists can reduce this burden by following this
emergency provision.
This is also a key time to stress medication adherence with your patients that have underlying medical conditions. According to CDC, COVID-19 illness may be more severe in individuals with certain underlying medical conditions especially if they are not well controlled.
Governor Sununu issued emergency orders that allow pharmacies and pharmacists to compound and sell hand sanitizer over-the-counter. The hand sanitizer must comply with FDA policy for compounding alcohol-based hand sanitizer and meet USP 795 standards for beyond use date and labeling. USP offers additional guidance.
NHPA has created a COVID-19 forum for our members. If you are interested in this service and are a current member
of NHPA, please sign up at our website . You can use this forum to communicate with other pharmacists and technicians in the state

Emergency Rules Adopted March 20, 2020
Ph 704.15, Ph 1303.01(b), Ph 1104.01(b)
- Extending quantity of prescription drugs dispensed under certain circumstances; extending deadline for CPR certification for pharmacists engaged in the administration of vaccines.

Emergency Rules Adopted April 6, 2020
Ph 704.03(b)(4)d

- Stating that during the pendency of the State of Emergency, pharmacists may accept a faxed-in

prescription for a schedule II controlled drug. View Board Guidance Document
these temporary emergency provisions during the COVID-19 crisis.

and DEA Guidelines

regarding

Ph 707.03, 707.04

- Stating that during the pendency of the State of Emergency, consulting pharmacists do not
need pre-approval from the board to act as agents of the board for purposes of destruction of controlled drugs, so long
as certain requirements are met. Also temporarily authorizes consulting pharmacists to witness the destruction of controlled substances remotely via videoconferencing.

Emergency Rule Adopted April 8, 2020
Ph 210

- Enabling Board to waive substantive rules as required during to COVID-19 crisis. The Board also issued

a Standing Order

to allow the Board to act quickly in deciding on waiver requests made under this rule.

Presidents Report
On Tuesday, May 5th I had a lengthy conversation with Peter Clark, the special assistant for
projects and policy, from Senator Shaheen's office. The Senator had reached out to our organization to check in with how pharmacy was doing and any requests we might have in future legislation.
I discussed a number of topics with him regarding the challenges we face and what might be done
to improve patient care. First on the list was provider status. I reviewed how it was killed from the
Care Act at the last minute, as the AMA stepped in and said they objected to the status. I talked
about how important that was, not just for issues like Covid 19 testing but other public health issues like contraception, smoking cessation, and collaborative practice agreements that address
better care for chronic health conditions. The CDC actually recently asked pharmacy if they could
help with STDs as most of their public health clinics have been closed and their medical staffs redeployed. Secondly I talked about the need for PBM legislation. We discussed everything from DIR
fees to their role in driving a lot of the manufacturing overseas due to their reimbursement practices. He mentioned they have been receiving more complaints and I stressed the importance of a federal solution and legislation. I discussed the need to give pharmacists priority access to PPE. We are
on the front lines available to patients 7 days a week and need the protection as many companies
would not restrict access to just delivery or curbside and wanted patients to access their stores so
protection of associates is critical. I also asked that pharmacists and pharmacy technicians be included in the Covid 19 heroes fund.
It is important to check our homepage periodically, especially during times like these where
changes have come so quickly. We understand there is not always time for you to go out and research things after putting in a trying day at your place of employment. We strive to update our
homepage and pass on vital and new information for you. Have you checked the Covid 19 page?
DEA emergency changes, talk of pharmacist testing and many other issues. I would remind everyone in times like this keep in mind that the needs of your patients comes first. Sometimes rule
changes, emergency exceptions and other issues take time to occur. Take care of your patients. I
have never seen anyone get in trouble for taking care of a patient's needs. Yes we spend a fait
amount of time living in the "gray area" but serving patients is what we do best
Licensed Advanced Pharmacy Technicians. The group working on the rules to implement the
statute that created this license class in 2019 had its 6th and final meeting on April 30th. Former
Commissioner Merchant is working on the final draft and I will be assisting him in that process. The
goal is to present these rules to the full Board at its June meeting. Our hope is that they review and
move these rules forward. We will be there to answer their questions and will offer any assistance
to resolving any areas of concern they may have. These rules will be an exciting step for pharmacists and pharmacy technicians, giving them a career path to a pharmacy profession. Stay tuned.
We plan on doing a CE program on this topic at our Labelle event in October.
HB1600- This bill is still alive but has been modified as it makes its way through the legislature. With the current pandemic this bill still sits in the house finance committee at the time of this
writing. The commercial insurance requirement may be in jeopardy in the Senate so we may ask
you to contact your senate representative to express your support for this provision. The Medicaid
provisions for provider status have the support of all groups. Pharmacists would be able to bill the
consultation fee to NH Medicaid. The service could be provided to commercial patients but the consultation fee would be charged as cash. If the current language is modified. We would still like to
see Chantix added as a non-nicotine option and will try to get an amendment in the Senate after
crossover.
Robert J Stout
President, NHPA
(603) 370-1648
rjstoutrph@comcast.net
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NHPA 2020 Survey Results:
NHPA Membership Demographics:
37% of respondents were members
63% of respondents were non-members
______________

Continuing Education—Attendance Responses:
55% have attended a live CE event in the last 2 years;
40% have not because location/time were inconvenient
**We will be adding an event in the North country for our members living there next year
______________

The two primary reasons for having membership in NHPA:



1. Live CE programs
2. Legislation
______________

Regarding CE programs:





60% want more CE options
45% would like CE Webinars
30% would like brief Webinar practice updates
45% support a combo CE/social event
______________

Website Access


80% access website monthly
______________

Practice Location


82% practice in state
______________

The top three issues concerning both pharmacists and technicians were:
1. Workload
(55%)
2. Expansion of scope of practice (28%)
3. Job Market (17%)

For additional survey results access our survey page at:
https://www.nhpharmacists.net/2020-Survey

Thank you to all of the NHPA members for your responses to the survey. These responses (as noted in President Stout's letter) are helping to inform
the decisions that the executive board makes regarding direction and initiatives
for NHPA over the coming 1-2 years. Throughout the year, please look out for
further surveys, only 1-2 questions each, that will continue to poll the thoughts
of the group and help us serve you! We will be looking for more information
about your individual needs, services or learning opportunities that may interest the group, and important perspectives about scope of practice and the future direction of pharmacy. Please reach out with questions regarding the initial survey results and if you have any thoughts or concerns.

3

Novel Drug Approvals for 2020
Innovation drives progress. When it comes to innovation in the development of new drugs and therapeutic biological products, FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER) supports the pharmaceutical industry at every step of the process. With its understanding of
the science used to create new products, testing and manufacturing procedures, and the diseases and conditions that new products are
designed to treat, CDER provides scientific and regulatory advice needed to bring new therapies to market.
The availability of new drugs and biological products often means new treatment options for patients and advances in health care for the
American public. For this reason, CDER supports innovation and plays a key role in helping to advance new drug development.
Each year, CDER approves a wide range of new drugs and biological products:
Some of these products are innovative new products that never have been used in clinical practice. Below is a listing of new molecular entities and new therapeutic biological products approved by CDER in 2020. This listing does not contain vaccines, allergenic products, blood
and blood products, plasma derivatives, cellular and gene therapy products, or other products approved in 2020 by the Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research. Others are the same as, or related to, previously approved products, and they will compete with those products
in the marketplace. See Drugs@FDA for information about all of CDER’s approved drugs and biological products.

Certain drugs are classified as new molecular entities (“NMEs”) for purposes of FDA review. Many of these products contain active moieties
that have not been approved by FDA previously, either as a single ingredient drug or as part of a combination product; these products frequently provide important new therapies for patients. Some drugs are characterized as NMEs for administrative purposes, but nonetheless
contain active moieties that are closely related to active moieties in products that have previously been approved by FDA. For example,
CDER classifies biological products submitted in an application under section 351(a) of the Public Health Service Act as NMEs for purposes
of FDA review, regardless of whether the Agency previously has approved a related active moiety in a different product. FDA’s classification
of a drug as an “NME” for review purposes is distinct from FDA’s determination of whether a drug product is a “new chemical entity” or
“NCE” within the meaning of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.

No.

Drug

Active Ingredient

Approval FDA-approved use on approval date*

17 Tabrecta

capmatinib

5/6/2020 To treat patients with non small cell lung cancer

16 Ongentys

opicapone

4/24/2020 To treat patients with Parkinson’s disease experiencing “off” episodes

15 Trodelvy

sacituzumab govitecan-hziy

4/22/2020 To treat adult patients with metastatic triplePress Release Drug Trials
negative breast cancer who received at least two
Snapshot

14 Pemazyre

pemigatinib

4/17/2020 To treat certain patients with cholangiocarcino- Press Release Drug Trials
ma, a rare form of cancer that forms in bile ducts
Snapshot

13 Tukysa

tucatinib

4/17/2020 To treat advanced unresectable or metastatic
HER2-positive breast cancer

Drug Trials
Snapshot

12 Koselugo

selumetinib

4/10/2020 To treat neurofibromatosis type 1, a genetic disorder of the nervous system causing tumors to

Drug Trials
Snapshot

11 Zeposia

ozanimod

3/25/2020 To treat relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis

Drug Trials
Snapshot

10 Isturisa

osilodrostat

3/6/2020 To treat adults with Cushing’s disease who either Press Release Drug Trials
cannot undergo pituitary gland surgery or have
Snapshot

9 Sarclisa

isatuximab

3/2/2020 To treat multiple myloma

Press Release Drug Trials
Snapshot

8 Nurtec ODT rimegepant

2/27/2020 To treat migraine

Drug Trials
Snapshot

7 Barhemsys

amisulpride

2/26/2020 To help prevent nausea and vomiting after surgery

Drug Trial
Snapshot

6 Vyepti

eptinezumab-jjmr

2/21/2020 For the preventive treatment of migraine in
adults

Drug Trials
Snapshot

2/21/2020 To treat adults with heterozygous familial hypercholesterolemia or established atherosclerotic
cardiovascular disease who require additional

Drug Trials
Snapshot

lactitol

2/12/2020 To treat chronic idiopathic constipation (CIC) in
adults

Drug Trials
Snapshot

3 Tazverik

tazemetostat

1/23/2020 To treat epithelioid sarcoma

Press Release Drug Trials
Snapshot

2 Tepezza

teprotumumab-trbw

1/21/2020 To treat Thyroid eye disease

Press Release Drug Trials
Snapshot

1 Ayvakit

avapritinib

5 Nexletol
bempedoic acid

4 Pizensy

1/9/2020 To treat adults with unresectable or metastatic
gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST)
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FDA Information

Dear Students of Pharmacy:
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY!
The New Hampshire Pharmacists Association is looking for pharmacy students enrolled full-time in an ACPE approved pharmacy school program, a
resident of the State of New Hampshire, and either entering into or in their
professional years 3 through 6. If that’s you, you may want to consider
applying for this scholarship!

This year, the foundation plans to award scholarships in the amount of at
least $1500 each. The application can be found on the Association’s website at http://www.nhpharmacists.org/Scholarships and clicking on the
“2020 Scholarship Application” link or by clicking here.
Please note the application deadline is Wednesday, July 15th, 2020
Eligible candidates are required to interview with the scholarship committee on Wednesday, August 18th, 2020. Any questions please call Cheryl
Abel at 603-493-3616 or email to nhpascholarship@gmail.com .
Sincerely,
The NHPA Scholarship Foundation Committee

NHPA Scholarship Foundation
Committee Members
Cheryl Abel
Elizabeth Belanger
Paul Boisseau
Joe Clement
Ami Diamond
Lorraine Radick
Michael Viggiano

The NHPA Scholarship Foundation is a
501(c)(3) Charitable Foundation
Tax ID: 45-4482842 Business ID: 665065
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Given the many changes required due to the COVID-19 pandemic, NHPA is actively investigating alternative methods to
deliver CE’s to our NH Pharmacists.
We are in the process of discussing the specifics of transitioning these events to a virtual format, and in contact with
our guest speakers and vendors to determine the best outcomes in this regard. We are also deciding on the best
platform to use.
You will be notified of specific dates, and any other details
as the information become available. These changes currently affect the pre-scheduled April & June events only.
Adjustments to the September & October events will be discussed later if needed.
Thank you for your patience and understanding! Stay
healthy and safe.
—————————————————————————————————-

SAVE THE DATES!
Continuing Education Programs in 2020!
Please Join Us
for a VIRTUAL (Zoom)
Continuing Education Program
Empowering the Pharmacist with Telepharmacy
Thursday June 25, 2020
6:45pm-8:30pm
Target Audience: Accredited for Pharmacists and Pharmacy Technicians
Current NHPA Membership Required
This 1.5 ACPE (live) accredited presentation is

FREE to NHPA members having paid 2020 dues.
ONLINE REGISTRATION ONLY - Click Here
----------------------------------------------September 11th and 12th, 2020
UNE Campus- Maine

Additional Program & Registration Information to follow!

--------------------------------October 25th, 2020
LaBelle Winery - Amherst NH

Additional Program & Registration Information to follow!
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Join the Discussion
“We hear you!”....expressing your
opinion regarding pharmacy
matters will make a difference.
We Invite you to Join the NHPA Discussion Forum.

Share your professional concerns
Posting to our Discussion forum
is completely anonymous!

Support the New Hampshire
Pharmacists Association
Click here to join or renew your
NHPA Membership

Pharmacists $100.00
Pharmacy Technicians $25.00
Pharmacy Students $25.00
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Contact Information
New Hampshire Pharmacists Association
373 South Willow Street D1-1, Suite 165
Manchester, NH 03103

www.nhpharmacists.net
e-Mail us at: info@nhpharmacists.net
Or find us on Facebook , Linked –In & Twitter

2020 NHPA Board Members
Jay Calabro PharmD., Margaret Clifford RPh., Maryann Cooper PharmD.,
Richard A. Cohen RPh, Cheryl Durand PharmD., Christopher Lopez PharmD.,
Amanda Morrill PharmD., Madelyne Bean PharmD., Lorraine Radick RPh,
Robert J. Stout RPh., Anthony Pollano RPh, Michael Bullek RPh., Karen Bucyk PhT,
Brienna Hockenberry Pharm.D. Candidate,
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